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Following up on his two recent, widely acclaimed studies of the history and social life of ancient Israel,
William Dever here uses archaeological and biblical evidence to reconstruct the folk religion of ancient
Israel. Did God Have a Wife? shines new light on the presence and influence of women's cults in early Israel
and their implications for our understanding of the official "religion of the book." Dever pays particular
attention to presences of the goddess Asherah, reviled by the authors of the Hebrew Bible as a foreign deity
but considered by many modern scholars to have been popularly envisioned as the consort of biblical
Yahweh.

The first book by an archaeologist on ancient Israelite religion, this fascinating study critically reviews
virtually all of the archaeological literature of the past generation, and it brings fresh evidence to the table as
well. While Dever digs deep into the past — revealing insights are found, for example, in the form of local
and family shrines where sacrifices and other rituals were performed — his discussion is extensively
illustrated and communicated in non-technical language accessible to everyone.

Dever calls his book "a feminist manifesto — by a man," and his work gives a new prominence to women as
the custodians of Israel's folk religion. Though the monotheistic faith and practice recounted in the Bible
likely held sway among educated, elite men in Jerusalem, the heart and soul of Israelite religion was
polytheistic, concerned with meeting practical needs, and centered in the homes of common, illiterate people.

Even more popularly written than Dever's two previous books, Did God Have a Wife? is sure to spur wide,
even passionate, debate in all quarters.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Dixon:

The feeling that you get from Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel is a
more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion
in Ancient Israel giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this kind of Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel instantly.

Treva Ritter:

This Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel are reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and
Folk Religion in Ancient Israel can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your before
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk
Religion in Ancient Israel forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

James Harris:

This Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel is great e-book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we
can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Marcie Johnson:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is known as of book Did God Have a Wife?: Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient Israel.



You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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