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With hands-on advice and instruction from an experienced actor and theater director, this pragmatic,
authoritative guide to starting a theater company imparts essential backstage know-how for would-be
playhouse practitioners on everything from fundraising and finding a space to selecting plays and
successfully navigating tricky legal issues. Chronicling three seasons at Chicago's award-winning Congo
Square Theatre Company, this journey behind the curtain reveals the nitty-gritty details of practical issues
that are often overlooked amidst the zeal of artistic pursuit, such as how to manage rent, parking, and safety
issues; determine tax status and calculate budgets; and find flexible day jobs to help foster artists' creative
passion. The guide also provides in-depth analysis of undertaking lofty projects—such as managing a
coproduction with a large, established theater, as Congo Square did with Tony Award–winning Steppenwolf
Theatre Company—and addresses potential drawbacks, such as handling common weaknesses of the "artistic
temperament" that can often lead to a business venture's undoing. Inspired by Congo Square's own unique
inception, the valuable how-to also speaks directly to the many underserved niche audiences who decide to
create their own companies, including African American, Asian American, Latino, physically challenged,
and GLBT communities. Concluding with lists of Equity offices, legal advisers, and important organizations
for assistance, this complete resource is sure to help ambitious theater lovers establish and maintain their
own successful companies.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Smith:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book How to Start Your Own
Theater Company. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Richard King:

The book with title How to Start Your Own Theater Company has lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Nichol Colby:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This How to Start Your Own Theater
Company is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Malcolm Thurmond:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That How to Start Your Own Theater Company can
give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to
be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have How to Start Your Own Theater Company.
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