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In The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories, acclaimed professor and historian
Eugene Taylor synthesizes the field’s first century and a half into a rich, highly readable account. Taylor
situates the dynamic school in its catalytic place in history, re-evaluating misunderstood figures and events,
re-creating the heady milieu of discovery as the concept of "mental science" dawns across Europe, revisiting
the widening rift between clinical and experimental study (or the couch and the lab) as early psychology
matured into legitimate science.

Gradual but vital evolutions form the heart of this chronicle: the ebb and flow of analytic theory and practice,
the shift from doctor-centered to client-centered therapy, the movement from exclusionary to
multidisciplinary, the evolving role of the therapist. And as can be expected from the author, there is special
emphasis on the sublime in psychology: the philosophy/psychology fusion of the New England
transcendentalists, the battle between spiritualism and science in 1880s America, and early versions of
today’s spiritually-attuned therapies. Pivotal concepts and key individuals covered are:

Charcot, Janet, and the origins of dynamic personality theory in the so-called French, Swiss, English, and●

American psychotherapeutic axis.
Person and personality: William James’s "radical empiricism"●

The rise of psychoanalysis: Freud, the Freudians, and the Neo-Freudians●

Adler and Jung, who were never "students" of Freud: Toward, within, and beyond the self●

Murray, Allport, and Lewin at Harvard in the 30s●

Culture and personality, pastoral counseling, and Gestalt Psychology in New York in the ‘40s and ‘50s●

An Existential-humanistic and Transpersonally oriented depth psychology in the 60s●

The current era: "science confronts itself", as neuroscience enters the picture.●

Students of psychology and its history will find in this inspiring narrative both possibilities for further study
and a new appreciation of their own work. The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories
is a stimulating course conducted by a master teacher.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Higginbotham:

The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of Psychological
Theories) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every
word into delight arrangement in writing The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories
(Library of the History of Psychological Theories) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Theodore Mullis:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Mystery of
Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of Psychological Theories)
provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Griselda Gonzalez:

This The Mystery of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of
Psychological Theories) is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Mystery of Personality: A History of
Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of Psychological Theories) can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Kathy Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,



except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Mystery
of Personality: A History of Psychodynamic Theories (Library of the History of Psychological Theories).
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