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Benjamin Franklin and his contemporaries brought the Enlightenment to America-an intellectual revolution
that laid the foundation for the political one that followed. With the "first Drudgery†? of settling the
American colonies now past, Franklin announced in 1743, it was time the colonists set about improving the
lot of humankind through collaborative inquiry. From Franklin's idea emerged the American Philosophical
Society, an association hosted in Philadelphia and dedicated to the harnessing of man's intellectual and
creative powers for the common good. The animus behind the society was and is a disarmingly simple one-
that the value of knowledge is directly proportional to its utility. This straightforward idea has left a profound
mark on American society and culture and on the very idea of America itself-and through America, on the
world as a whole.

From celebrated historian of ideas Jonathan Lyons comes The Society for Useful Knowledge, telling the story
of America's coming-of-age through its historic love affair with practical invention, applied science, and
self-reliance. Offering fresh insights into such figures as Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Rush, and the
inimitable, endlessly inventive Franklin, Lyons gives us a vital new perspective on the American founding.
He illustrates how the movement for useful knowledge is key to understanding the flow of American society
and culture from colonial times to the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Reynolds:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Society for Useful Knowledge: How Benjamin Franklin and
Friends Brought the Enlightenment to America. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important a book The Society for Useful Knowledge: How Benjamin
Franklin and Friends Brought the Enlightenment to America. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Dwight Case:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Society for Useful Knowledge: How
Benjamin Franklin and Friends Brought the Enlightenment to America will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Nora Mickey:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Society for Useful Knowledge: How Benjamin Franklin and Friends Brought the Enlightenment to America
suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled
The Society for Useful Knowledge: How Benjamin Franklin and Friends Brought the Enlightenment to
Americais the one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Jesse Ward:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Society for Useful Knowledge: How
Benjamin Franklin and Friends Brought the Enlightenment to America can be the solution, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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