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With the recent landing of the Mars rover Curiosity, it seems safe to assume that the idea of being curiousis
alive and well in modern science—that it’s not merely encouraged but is seen as an essential component of
the scientific mission. Y et there was a time when curiosity was condemned. Neither Pandora nor Eve could
resist the dangerous alure of unanswered questions, and all knowledge wasn’t equal—for millenniait was
believed that there were some things we should not try to know. In the late sixteenth century this attitude
began to change dramatically, and in Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in Everything, Philip Ball
investigates how curiosity first became sanctioned—when it changed from avice to a virtue and how it
became permissible to ask any and every question about the world.

Looking closely at the sixteenth through eighteenth centuries, Ball vividly bringsto life the age when

modern science began, atime that spans the lives of Galileo and Isaac Newton. In this entertaining and
illuminating account of the rise of science as we know it, Ball tells of scientists both legendary and |esser
known, from Copernicus and Kepler to Robert Boyle, as well as the inventions and technologies that were
inspired by curiosity itself, such as the telescope and the microscope. The so-called Scientific Revolution is
often told as a story of great geniuses illuminating the world with flashes of inspiration. But Curiosity reveas
amore complex story, in which the liberation—and subsequent taming—of curiosity was linked to magic,
religion, literature, travel, trade, and empire. Ball also asks what has become of curiosity today: how it
functionsin science, how it is spun and packaged for consumption, how well it is being sustained, and how
the changing shape of science influences the kinds of questionsit may continue to ask.

Though proverbial wisdom tell usthat it was through curiosity that our innocence was lost, that has not
deterred us. Instead, it has been completely the contrary: today we spend vast sums trying to reconstruct the
first instants of creation in particle accelerators, out of apure desire to know. Ball refusesto let us take this
desire for granted, and this book is a perfect homage to such an inquisitive attitude.
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From reader reviews:
Florence Wiggins:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in
Everything. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Aslong as we know about how is
important abook Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in Everything. Y ou can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can redlize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we can open abook or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

James Brady:

The particular book Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in Everything has alot of information onit.
So when you check out this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after reading this article book.

Nelson M cNamee:

Isit you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Curiosity: How Science
Became Interested in Everything can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Katrina Hering:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuabl e than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list of booksin the
top list in your reading list is usually Curiosity: How Science Became Interested in Everything. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right
up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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