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For over sixty years, conflict between state forces and armed ethnic groups was ongoing in parts of the
borderlands of Burma. Ethnic minority communities were subjected to systematic and widespread abuses by
an increasingly complex patchwork of armed state and non-state actors. Populations in more remote and
disputed border areas typically had little to no access to even basic healthcare and education services. As part
of its counter-insurgency campaign, the military state also historically restricted international humanitarian
access to civilian populations in unstable border areas. It was in this context that "cross-border aid" to Burma
had developed, as an alternative mechanism for channelling assistance to populations denied aid through
more conventional systems. Yet by the late 2000s, national and international changes had significant impacts
on an aid debate, which had important political and ethical implications.

Through an ethnographic study of a cross-border aid organisation working on the Thailand-Burma border,
this book focuses on the political and ethical dilemmas of "humanitarian government". It explores the ways
in which aid systems come to be defined as legitimate or illegitimate, humanitarian or "un-humanitarian", in
an international context that has witnessed the multiplication of often-conflicting humanitarian systems and
models. It examines how an "embodied history" of violence can shape the worldviews and actions of local
humanitarian actors, as well as institutions created to mitigate human suffering. It goes on to look at the
complex and often-invisible webs of local organisations, international NGOs, donors, armed groups and
other actors, which can develop in a cross-border and extra-legal context – a context where competing
constructions of systems as legitimate or illegitimate are highlighted.

Exploring the history of humanitarianism from the local aid perspective of Burma, this book will be of
interest to students and scholars of Southeast Asian Studies, Anthropology of Humanitarian Aid and
Development Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Cabrera:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Politics
of Aid to Burma: A Humanitarian Struggle on the Thai-Burmese Border (Routledge Contemporary Southeast
Asia Series)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Vincent Ashworth:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy
read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Politics of Aid to Burma: A
Humanitarian Struggle on the Thai-Burmese Border (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) is kind
of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jennifer Barton:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is usually The Politics of Aid to Burma: A Humanitarian Struggle on the Thai-Burmese Border
(Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series).

William Pare:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book The Politics of Aid to Burma: A Humanitarian Struggle on the
Thai-Burmese Border (Routledge Contemporary Southeast Asia Series) was filled in relation to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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