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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
2, Carl von Ossietzky University of Oldenburg (Anglistik), course: The Afro - American Blues, 12 entries in
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The Urban Blues is a form of blues music that developed in the
big cities in the U.S.. The one city that dominated this development is Chicago. That is why, often the
Chicago Blues is meant when talking about Urban Blues.
There is probably no other blues style with such a high quality of recognition considering form, feeling and
sound like the Chicago Blues. It is based on the rough and direct Delta Blues which came in contact with
urban life. Besides, Urban Blues is the first blues style that reached a mass audience. Not just in the bigger
cities of the U.S. but also worldwide.
One of the most popular musicians of those days is a man called Muddy Waters. He helped to transform a
style and technique which guided bluesmusic into a new dimension. He adopted the rural delta blues sound
and combined with the feeling of the new living conditions of the Afro Americans. But the urban blues
became more popular, left the black quarters and ghettos and was absorbed by the mainstream very soon.
Urban blues, released from the subcultural status, a white mass audience and economy started to control the
buisness. In the mid fifties the blues hybrid Rock`n Roll took over public attention and Blues and Rock `n
Roll were delivered from the Afro American identity. At the end of this development there was a huge lack
of authenticity for ‘black’ audience although it once was the Afro-American culture through which they
expressed themselves. Consequently most parts of the afro american audience disappeared and started
searching for a new musical home.
I will try to work out the development from the Urban Blues as an Afro-American identification and its rise
until the downfall and alienation for the ‘black’ audience. I will proof this development by the example of
the live and career of Muddy Waters and his record company Chess. His roots in the Mississippi Delta Blues,
his reputation as one of the heads in Urban Chicago Blues and how he lost his native base and audience.
Why did the Afro-Americans turn away from the blues? Why did they leave their cultural roots and where
did they arrive, where did the Afro-American culture find their new home?
First of all I will concentrate on the demographic, social and cultural changes the Afro American population
caused to move in the big cities and how their life and living conditions changed. There were three social
changes taking place in the first half of the twentieth century that led to urban blues.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Hanna:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The rise
and downfall of Urban Blues suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era.
The book untitled The rise and downfall of Urban Bluesis a single of several books which everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Valerie Gray:

Beside this The rise and downfall of Urban Blues in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to
have The rise and downfall of Urban Blues because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at
times have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

William Johnson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and The rise and downfall of Urban Blues or
perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes
The rise and downfall of Urban Blues to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Belinda Fergerson:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The rise and downfall of Urban Blues to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it.
Beside that the reserve The rise and downfall of Urban Blues can to be your friend when you're experience
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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