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This book, first published in 2000, combines original theoretical analysis with real life case studies to
examine the nature of the standoff. Starting with the standoffs of Wounded Knee, MOVE, Ruby Ridge,
Waco, Freeman of Montana, Tupac Amaru, Republic of Texas, the author explores the archetypal patterns of
human action and cognition that move us into and out of these highly charged situations and seeks to
theorize the contingency of all such moments. As an emergency situation where interaction is both frozen
and continuing, the standoff evokes original ideas about time, space and appropriate or anticipated action and
individuals and organisations often find their standard operating procedures and categories deflected and
transformed. By tracking and analysing such impositions and deflections, this book aims to develop a theory
of the fundamental existential indeterminacy of social life and the possible role that improvisation can play
in navigating this indeterminacy and preventing a violent and destructive conclusion. Co-winner of the 2001
Best Book Award given by the Sociology of Culture Section of the American Sociological Association.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Hicks:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in
Action (Cambridge Cultural Social Studies) to read.

Ernest Tate:

The reserve with title Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in Action (Cambridge Cultural Social Studies)
posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Robert Mills:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in Action
(Cambridge Cultural Social Studies) or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in
Action (Cambridge Cultural Social Studies) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
here.

Gail Nugent:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Theorizing the Standoff: Contingency in
Action (Cambridge Cultural Social Studies).
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