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This volume comprises a reprinting and gloss of the original text of the 1933 Communist play Eight Men
Speak. The play was banned by the Toronto police after its first performance, banned by the Winnipeg police
shortly thereafter and subsequently banned by the Canadian Post Office. The play can be considered as one
stage–the published text–of a meta-text that culminated in 1934 at Maple Leaf Gardens when the (then
illegal) Communist Party of Canada celebrated the release of its leader, Tim Buck, from prison. Eight Men
Speak had been written and staged on behalf of the campaign to free Buck by the Canadian Labour Defence
League, the public advocacy group of the CPC.

In its theatrical techniques, incorporating avant-garde expressionist staging, mass chant, agitprop and
modernist dramaturgy, Eight Men Speak exemplified the vanguardist aesthetics of the Communist left in the
years before the Popular Front. It is the first instance of the collective theatrical techniques that would
become widespread in subsequent decades and formative in the development of modern Canadian drama.
These include a decentred narrative, collaborative authorship and a refusal of dramaturgical linearity in
favour of theatricalist demonstration. As such it is one of the most significant Canadian plays of the first half
of the century, and, on the evidence of the surviving photograph of the mise-en-scene, one of the earliest
examples of modernist staging in Canada.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

With other case, little people like to read book Eight Men Speak: A Play by Oscar Ryan et al. (Canadian
Literature Collection). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important any book Eight Men Speak: A Play by Oscar Ryan et al. (Canadian Literature
Collection). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Brad Hawkes:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just their can
do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need that Eight Men Speak: A Play by Oscar Ryan et al. (Canadian
Literature Collection) to read.

Christopher Arredondo:

Eight Men Speak: A Play by Oscar Ryan et al. (Canadian Literature Collection) can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing
Eight Men Speak: A Play by Oscar Ryan et al. (Canadian Literature Collection) nevertheless doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Mary Alejandro:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Eight Men Speak: A Play by Oscar Ryan et al. (Canadian Literature
Collection) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.
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