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This distinctive collection explores the construction of genealogies—in both the biological sense of
procreation and the metaphorical sense of heritage and cultural patrimony. Focusing specifically on the
discourses that inform such genealogies, Generation and Degeneration moves from Greco-Roman times to
the recent past to retrace generational fantasies and discords in a variety of related contexts, from the medical
to the theological, and from the literary to the historical.
The discourses on reproduction, biology, degeneration, legacy, and lineage that this book broaches not only
bring to the forefront concepts of sexual identity and gender politics but also show how they were culturally
constructed and reconstructed through the centuries by medicine, philosophy, the visual arts, law, religion,
and literature. The contributors reflect on a wide range of topics—from what makes men “manly” to the
identity of Christ’s father, from what kinds of erotic practices went on among women in sixteenth-century
seraglios to how men’s hemorrhoids can be variously labeled. Essays scrutinize stories of menstruating
males and early writings on the presumed inferiority of female bodily functions. Others investigate a
psychomorphology of the clitoris that challenges Freud’s account of lesbianism as an infantile stage of
sexual development and such topics as the geographical origins of medicine and the materialization of
genealogy in the presence of Renaissance theatrical ghosts.
This collection will engage those in English, comparative, Italian, Spanish, and French studies, as well as in
history, history of medicine, and ancient and early modern religious studies.

Contributors. Kevin Brownlee, Marina Scordilis Brownlee, Elizabeth Clark, Valeria Finucci, Dale Martin,
Gianna Pomata, Maureen Quilligan, Nancy Siraisi, Peter Stallybrass,Valerie Traub
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is definitely Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from
Antiquity through Early Modern Europe.

Margaret Parker:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from
Antiquity through Early Modern Europe can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually
who have those short spare time problems.

Jason Probst:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Generation
and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through Early Modern
Europe provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Jerry Schooler:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Generation
and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through Early Modern
Europe.
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