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Maya architecture is often described as "massive" and "monumental," but experiments at Copan, Honduras,
convinced Elliot Abrams that 300 people could have built one of the large palaces there in only 100 days.

In this groundbreaking work, Abrams explicates his theory of architectural energetics, which involves
translating structures into volumes of raw and manufactured materials that are then multiplied by the time
required for their production and assembly to determine the labor costs of past construction efforts. Applying
this method to residential structures of the Late Classic period (A.D. 700-900) at Copan leads Abrams to
posit a six-tiered hierarchic social structure of political decision making, ranging from a stratified elite to
low-ranking commoners. By comparing the labor costs of construction and other economic activities, he also
prompts a reconsideration of the effects of royal construction demands on commoners.

How the Maya Built Their World will interest a wide audience in New and Old World anthropology,
archaeology, architecture, and engineering.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Yates:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide How the Maya Built Their World:
Energetics and Ancient Architecture will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited
book with you?

Jennifer Barton:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific How the Maya Built Their
World: Energetics and Ancient Architecture book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Bessie Scudder:

The e-book with title How the Maya Built Their World: Energetics and Ancient Architecture includes a lot
of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Jennifer Knott:

How the Maya Built Their World: Energetics and Ancient Architecture can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing How the Maya Built Their World: Energetics and Ancient Architecture but doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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