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Award-winning nature writer John Leland offers a collection of twenty-seven short, poetic essays that marry
science and the humanities as the author seeks meaning in trees. Readings in Wood is an investigation of
trees and forests and also of wood as a material that people have found essential in the creation of society
and culture. Leland views with wit and erudition the natural world and the curious place of human beings as
saviors and destroyers of this world.

At once personal memoir, natural history, and cultural criticism, the book reflects Leland’s idiosyncratic
vision. In one essay Leland asks the trees, “Do you, like us, rejoice in sunny days, dance with the wind, and
blush to have your sexual desires known by prurient passersby? Why, like us, do you torture yourselves
reaching for a heaven beyond your grasp? Why twist yourselves so that your grain becomes a record of your
grief? What mystic patterns of science, math, and religion hide in your whirls of leaf and branch?”

As vast as a forest, topics range from tree grain and leaf shape to economic theories, mathematics, and
engineering. Readings in Wood is a hybrid testament of science, faith, superstition, and disbelief learned
from sitting on tree trunks and peering at leaves and fungi. Leland hopes others will join him in nature’s
classroom. Quite aware of the irony, he reminds us, “These leaves you desultorily turn over once hung in a
green wood gone to make this book. Touching a book, you touch a tree. I pray that Readings in Wood’s
essays, touching you, may justify in some small way the trees who died in their making.”
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From reader reviews:

Kyle Raya:

Here thing why this particular Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that
similar with Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Readings in Wood: What the
Forest Taught Me in e-book can be your choice.

Julio Rico:

This Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me is great publication for you because the content which
is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Readings in
Wood: What the Forest Taught Me in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this
guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Leroy Raymond:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but additionally novel and Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me or even
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.

Cheryl Saldana:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Readings in Wood: What the Forest Taught Me we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that



appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Readings in Wood: What
the Forest Taught Me. You can more attractive than now.
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