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This book investigates the legal and political evolution of Chinese presidency from the period of its
forerunner in the 1930s, its establishment in 1954 to its abolition in 1975, and its restoration in 1982, and
discovers that the presidency has evolved from a traditional Chinese title into a political position and then a
state institution that has the constitutional appearance of a Western style semi-presidency. However,
politically it has functioned in a Stalinist party-state with Chinese characteristics, whose candidates have
been produced according to the CCP’s step-by-step succession rules designated by the party leaders. Real
political decision-making power has not only been limited by these succession rules, but also by the
president's role and status within the CCP’s collective supreme body.

The author weaves the themes of Chinese politics and law together and explores not only the political
implications of those constitutional provisions and amendments regarding this office, but also the
constitutional significance of the CCP’s major political practices, such as Mao Zedong’s “power of last say,”
his idea of “two fronts,” his controversial abolition of the chairmanship, Deng Xiaoping’s idea of “the
nucleus of leadership,” and “diplomacy of the head of state” by Chinese presidents, thus illuminating how
law has been made in those unpredictable political environments and how politics has been defined by law.
The author concludes that the office of president is the key to understanding how power in China derives
first from the CCP, second from the military, and third from the government loosely prescribed by laws.
Even more important, the millennia-old Confucian concept of the charismatic leader is alive and well. While
all eyes are on the new incumbent, his predecessors have loomed large and continue to exert significant
influence on him. Underlining decades of constitutional evolution and shifting political dynamics have been
the changing foreign influences and local demands on China. With so many variables at play, the office of
the president will certainly continue to evolve.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Howe:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Constitutional and Legal Development of the
Chinese Presidency: The Emperors' New Clothes? book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Delmar Stingley:

The book with title The Constitutional and Legal Development of the Chinese Presidency: The Emperors'
New Clothes? has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Jim Loop:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Constitutional and Legal Development of the Chinese Presidency: The Emperors' New Clothes? your head
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one contact
form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Constitutional and Legal
Development of the Chinese Presidency: The Emperors' New Clothes? giving you one more experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now
let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Jamie Durbin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Constitutional and Legal
Development of the Chinese Presidency: The Emperors' New Clothes?.
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