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Cities shape the lives and outlooks of billions of people, yet they have been overshadowed in contemporary
political thought by nation-states, identity groups, and concepts like justice and freedom. The Spirit of Cities
revives the classical idea that a city expresses its own distinctive ethos or values. In the ancient world,
Athens was synonymous with democracy and Sparta represented military discipline. In this original and
engaging book, Daniel Bell and Avner de-Shalit explore how this classical idea can be applied to today's
cities, and they explain why philosophy and the social sciences need to rediscover the spirit of cities.

Bell and de-Shalit look at nine modern cities and the prevailing ethos that distinguishes each one. The cities
are Jerusalem (religion), Montreal (language), Singapore (nation building), Hong Kong (materialism),
Beijing (political power), Oxford (learning), Berlin (tolerance and intolerance), Paris (romance), and New
York (ambition). Bell and de-Shalit draw upon the richly varied histories of each city, as well as novels,
poems, biographies, tourist guides, architectural landmarks, and the authors' own personal reflections and
insights. They show how the ethos of each city is expressed in political, cultural, and economic life, and also
how pride in a city's ethos can oppose the homogenizing tendencies of globalization and curb the excesses of
nationalism.

The Spirit of Cities is unreservedly impressionistic. Combining strolling and storytelling with cutting-edge
theory, the book encourages debate and opens up new avenues of inquiry in philosophy and the social
sciences. It is a must-read for lovers of cities everywhere. In a new preface, Bell and de-Shalit further
develop their idea of "civicism," the pride city dwellers feel for their city and its ethos over that of others.
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to explain
what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on guardería until university need this specific The Spirit of Cities: Why the Identity of a City
Matters in a Global Age to read.

Christine Knox:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Spirit of Cities: Why the Identity of a City
Matters in a Global Age book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Elizabeth Johannes:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Spirit of Cities: Why the Identity of a City Matters in a Global Age
book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer regarding The Spirit of Cities: Why the Identity of a City Matters in a Global Age content conveys
objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Spirit of Cities: Why the Identity of a City
Matters in a Global Age is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Wilda Baeza:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Spirit of Cities: Why the Identity of a City
Matters in a Global Age can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have
factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Spirit of
Cities: Why the Identity of a City Matters in a Global Age.
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