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In the election to the House of Representatives in 2009, the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) almost tripled
the number of its lower house members by winning 308 seats. It subsequently formed a coalition government
with the Social Democratic Party and the People’s New Party. The new ruling party promised to completely
overhaul policymaking mechanisms that had been shaped over the past decades. Yet, the Japanese people
quickly felt disappointed with the DPJ’s ‘policymaking engineering’.

Examining the evolution of the decision-making process in Japan under the DPJ administration between the
years 2009-2012, this book offers a multidimensional explanation for the reasons for the DPJ’s failure in
producing effective policymaking mechanisms. Implementing conceptual tools borrowed from historical
institutionalism, the author explains why the Democrats displayed inflexibility in introducing selected
elements of the Westminster system, incoherence in regard to many aspects of the decision-making reform,
and unwillingness to take advantage of all of the institutional resources at their disposal. The book argues
that the examination of the DPJ’s origins and interactions with other parties is crucial in understanding its
misconceptions regarding the institutional model, policy vision, and institutional tools required for a durable
change in policymaking patterns.

Illustrating its argument with a range of case studies, this book explains why, ultimately, the DPJ’s concept
of a politician-led government resulted in failure. It will also be helpful in understanding the prerequisites for
the success of institutional reforms in general. As such it will be of interest to students and scholars of
Japanese studies, Political science, Asian studies.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Bell:

This Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-Led Government
(Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh,
you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Decision-
Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-Led Government (Routledge
Contemporary Japan Series) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in considering
and analyzing. Don't become worry Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a
Politician-Led Government (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) can bring any time you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-Led
Government (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Bruce Alexander:

Here thing why this particular Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-
Led Government (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-Led
Government (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Decision-Making Reform
in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-Led Government (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series).
It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-Led
Government (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) in e-book can be your option.

Chad Davis:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a
Politician-Led Government (Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) why because the amazing cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.



Mark Guerrero:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Decision-Making Reform in Japan: The DPJ's Failed Attempt at a Politician-Led Government
(Routledge Contemporary Japan Series) will give you new experience in studying a book.
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