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The key role that farming plays in the economy of Indiana today owes much to the work of John Harrison
Skinner (1874–1942). Skinner was a pioneering educator and administrator who transformed the study of
agriculture at Purdue University during the first decades of the twentieth century. From humble origins,
occupying one building and 150 acres at the start of his career, the agriculture program grew to spread over
ten buildings and 1,000 acres by the end of his tenure as its first dean.

A focused, single-minded man, Skinner understood from his own background as a grain and stock farmer
that growers could no longer rely on traditional methods in adapting to a rapidly changing technological and
economic environment, in which tractors were replacing horses and new crops such as alfalfa and soy were
transforming the arable landscape. Farmers needed education, and only by hiring the best and brightest
faculty could Purdue give them the competitive edge that they needed.

While he excelled as a manager and advocate for Indiana agriculture, Skinner never lost touch with his own
farming roots, taking especial interest in animal husbandry. During the course of his career as dean
(1907–1939), the number of livestock on Purdue farms increased fourfold, and Skinner showed his
knowledge of breeding by winning many times at the International Livestock Exposition. Today, the scale of
Purdue’s College of Agriculture has increased to offer almost fifty programs to hundreds of students from all
over the globe. However, at its base, the agricultural program in place today remains largely as John
Harrison Skinner built it, responsive to Indiana but with its focus always on scientific innovation in the larger
world.
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From reader reviews:

David Lacey:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison
Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (The founders series) has been making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book For the
Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (The founders
series) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book For the
Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (The founders
series). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Gavin Wilkins:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading the book, we give you that For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John
Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (The founders series) book as basic and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

John Lopez:

This For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (The
founders series) is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using
great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of
John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture (The founders series) in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Jacob Hill:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.



By book For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue Agriculture
(The founders series) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person
must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life by this book For the Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue
Agriculture (The founders series). You can more inviting than now.
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