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The generalship of Robert E. Lee, the Confederacy's greatest commander, has long fascinated students of the
American Civil War. In assessing Lee and his military career, historians have faced the great challenge of
explaining how a man who achieved extraordinary battlefield success in 1862–1863 ended up surrendering
his army and accepting the defeat of his cause in 1865. How, in just under two years, could Lee, the Army of
Northern Virginia, and the Confederacy have gone from soaring triumph at Chancellorsville to total defeat at
Appomattox Court House?

In this reexamination of the last two years of Lee's storied military career, Ethan S. Rafuse offers a clear,
informative, and insightful account of Lee's ultimately unsuccessful struggle to defend the Confederacy
against a relentless and determined foe. Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy describes the great
campaigns that shaped the course of this crucial period in American history, the challenges Lee faced in each
battle, and the dramatic events that determined the war's outcome.

In addition to providing readable and richly detailed narratives of such campaigns as Gettysburg, Bristoe
Station, Spotsylvania, and Appomattox, Rafuse offers compelling analysis of Lee's performance as a
commander and of the strategic and operational contexts that influenced the course of the war. He superbly
describes and explains the factors that shaped Union and Confederate strategy, how both sides approached
the war in Virginia from an operational standpoint, differences in the two sides' respective military
capabilities, and how these forces shaped the course and outcome of events on the battlefield.

Rich in insights and analysis, this book provides a full, balanced, and cogent account of how even the best
efforts of one of history's great commanders could not prevent the total defeat of his army and its cause. It
will appeal to anyone with an interest in the career of Robert E. Lee and the military history of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Hassell:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel.
Typically the Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books
on the Civil War Era) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

George Carter:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Robert E. Lee and the
Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it
is possible to pick Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series:
Books on the Civil War Era) become your starter.

Willette Bickel:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-
1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) was filled about science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Laura Lee:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy,
1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) to make your reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the publication Robert E. Lee and the Fall of



the Confederacy, 1863-1865 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) can to be your
brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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