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The sexual revolution is justly celebrated for the freedoms it brought--birth control, the decriminalization of
abortion, the liberalization of divorce, greater equality between the sexes, women's massive entry into the
workforce, and more tolerance of homosexuality. But as Pascal Bruckner, one of France's leading writers,
argues in this lively and provocative reflection on the contradictions of modern love, our new freedoms have
also brought new burdens and rules--without, however, wiping out the old rules, emotions, desires, and
arrangements: the couple, marriage, jealousy, the demand for fidelity, the war between constancy and
inconstancy. It is no wonder that love, sex, and relationships today are so confusing, so difficult, and so
paradoxical.

Drawing on history, politics, psychology, literature, pop culture, and current events, this book--a best seller
in France--exposes and dissects these paradoxes. With his customary brilliance and wit, Bruckner traces the
roots of sexual liberation back to the Enlightenment in order to explain love's supreme paradox, epitomized
by the 1960s oxymoron of "free love": the tension between freedom, which separates, and love, which
attaches. Ashamed that our sex lives fail to live up to such liberated ideals, we have traded neuroses of
repression for neuroses of inadequacy, and we overcompensate: "Our parents lied about their morality,"
Bruckner writes, but "we lie about our immorality."

Mixing irony and optimism, Bruckner argues that, when it comes to love, we should side neither with the
revolutionaries nor the reactionaries. Rather, taking love and ourselves as we are, we should realize that love
makes no progress and that its messiness, surprises, and paradoxes are not merely the sources of its pain--but
also of its pleasure and glory.
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From reader reviews:

Elvia Ecklund:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The
Paradox of Love? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Laurie Cales:

The book The Paradox of Love make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book The Paradox of Love for being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The Paradox of Love. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Betsy Haley:

Here thing why this kind of The Paradox of Love are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. The Paradox of Love giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with The Paradox of Love. It gives you thrill looking
at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The
Paradox of Love in e-book can be your substitute.

Josie Garcia:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Paradox of Love as well as others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes The
Paradox of Love to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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