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Smiths Group (formerly Smiths Industries), part of the UK FTSE 100 index, is a global engineering
company with a market capitalisation over £5bn. Evolving from beginnings in the Victorian jewellery trade,
to significant market presences in the twentieth century motor accessory, clock and watch industries, it has
reinvented itself again as a diversified international company, operating in the medical, communications,
security and engineered components sectors.
Its narrative history, illuminating the reasons for its survival and adaptability, offers useful data and
information to aid wider research into questions such as the legitimacy of conglomerates as a business
model, the creation and maintenance of corporate culture, issues of succession, the effects of
mergers and the questionable value placed upon targeted synergies-even the role of serendipity.

The story begins with several generations of the Smith family amassing a fortune in retail, and then,
following a 1914 stock-market flotation, describes the transition from family run business to the
development of a professionally-run managerial enterprise. Since the 1970s it has had to face the decline of
major markets and competitive pressures, leading to the adoption of new business lines, globalisation, and
the internationalisation of its workforce. It now has 23,000 employees across more
than 50 countries-along the way shocking the markets by abandoning core businesses and undergoing a
controversial merger.

Unfettered access to company records, and interviews with former staff members, provide insights into the
strategy and management of the firm, illuminating the rich culture of Smiths, characterised by the frequent
fostering of technical brilliance and a cast of larger than life characters.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book A Long Time in Making: The History of Smiths. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any
book A Long Time in Making: The History of Smiths. You can add expertise and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

France Brown:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the A Long Time in
Making: The History of Smiths is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Phyllis Belser:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read will be A Long Time in Making: The History of Smiths.

Billy Smith:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving A Long Time in Making: The
History of Smiths that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick A Long Time in Making: The History of Smiths become your
own starter.
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