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A "Topping People" is the first comprehensive study of the political, economic, and social elite of colonial
Virginia. Evans studies twenty-one leading families from their rise to power in the late 1600s to their
downfall over one hundred years later. These families represented the upper echelons of power, serving in
the upper and lower houses of the General Assembly, often as speaker of the House of Burgesses. Their
names—Randolph, Robinson, Byrd, Carter, Corbin, Custis, Nelson, and Page, to note but a few—are still
familiar in the Old Dominion some three hundred years later.

Their decline was due to a variety of factors—economic, social, and demographic. The third generations
showed an inability to adapt their business philosophies to the changing economic climate. Their inclination
was to mirror the English landed gentry, living off the income of their landed estates. Economic
diversification was the norm early on, but it became less effective after 1730. Scots traders, for example,
introduced chain stores, making it more difficult to continue family-run stores. And land speculation was no
substitute for diversification. An increase in population resulted in the creation of new counties, which
weakened the influence of the Tidewater region. These leading families began to spend more than they
earned and became heavily indebted to British mercantile firms. The Revolution only served to make matters
worse, and by 1790 these families had lost their political and economic status, although their social status
remained.

A "Topping People"  is a thorough and engrossing study of the way families came to gain and, eventually,
lose great power in this turbulent and progressive period in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Roberts:

The e-book untitled A "Topping People": The Rise and Decline of Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790
is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of A "Topping People": The Rise
and Decline of Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Jim Martin:

Beside this particular A "Topping People": The Rise and Decline of Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790
in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have A "Topping People": The Rise and Decline of
Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790 because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!

Wendy Ray:

This A "Topping People": The Rise and Decline of Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790 is brand-new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in
reading this A "Topping People": The Rise and Decline of Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790 can be
the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Elizabeth Bello:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for



you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this A "Topping People": The Rise and Decline of
Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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