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Offering a new view into the lives and experiences of plebeian men and women, and a provocative
exploration of the history of the body itself, Embodied History approaches the bodies of the poor in early
national Philadelphia as texts to be read and interpreted. Through a close examination of accounts of the
bodies that appeared in runaway advertisements and in seafaring, almshouse, prison, hospital, and burial
records, Simon P. Newman uses physical details to paint an entirely different portrait of the material
circumstances of the poor, examining the ways they became categorized in the emerging social hierarchy,
and how they sought to resist such categorization.

The Philadelphians examined in Embodied History were members of the lower sort, a social category that
emerged in the early modern period from the belief in a society composed of natural orders and ranks. The
population of the urban poor grew rapidly after the American Revolution, and middling and elite citizens
were frightened by these poor bodies, from the tattooed professional sailor, to the African American runaway
with a highly personalized hairstyle and distinctive mannerisms and gestures, to the vigorous and lively Irish
prostitute who refused to be cowed by the condemnation of others, to the hardworking laboring family whose
weakened and diseased children played and sang in the alleys. In a new republic premised on liberty and
equality, the rapidly increasing ranks of unruly bodies threatened to overwhelm traditional notions of
deference, hierarchy, and order.

Affluent Philadelphians responded by employing runaway advertisements, the almshouse, the prison, and to
a lesser degree the hospital to incarcerate, control, and correct poor bodies and transform them into well-
dressed, hardworking, deferential members of society. Embodied History is a compelling and accessible
exploration of how poverty was etched and how power and discipline were enacted upon the bodies of the
poor, as well as how the poor attempted to transcend such discipline through assertions of bodily agency and
liberty.
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From reader reviews:

Ned Aguayo:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Embodied History: The Lives of the Poor in Early Philadelphia (Early American Studies) your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Embodied History: The Lives of the
Poor in Early Philadelphia (Early American Studies) giving you a different experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning
an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jamie Leal:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Embodied History: The Lives of the Poor in Early Philadelphia (Early American Studies) offer
you a new experience in reading a book.

Billy Migliore:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Embodied History: The Lives of the Poor in Early Philadelphia (Early
American Studies) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is
easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book
suited all of you.

Terry Klatt:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Embodied History: The Lives of the Poor in Early Philadelphia
(Early American Studies) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about



your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you
know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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