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The loving yet brutally honest memoir of the daughter of comedy legend Richard Pryor

Rain Pryor was born in the idealistic, free-love 1960s. Her mother was a Jewish go-go dancer who wanted a
tribe of rainbow children, and her father was Richard Pryor, perhaps the most compelling and brilliant
comedian of his era.

In this intimate, harrowing, and often hilarious memoir, Rain talks about her divided heritage, and about the
forces that shaped her wildly schizophrenic childhood. In her father's house, she bonded with Richard's
grandmother, Mamma, a one-time whorehouse madam who never tired of reminding Rain that she was
black. In her mother's house, and in the home of her Jewish grandparents, Rain was a "mocha-colored Jewish
princess," learning how to cook everything from kugel to beef brisket.

It seemed as if Rain was blessed with the best of both worlds, but it didn't quite work out that way. Life at
Mom's was unstable in the extreme, while at Richard's place Rain was exposed to sex and drugs before she
had even learned to read. "Daddy," she told her father one day, sitting down to Thanksgiving dinner at the
advanced age of eight, "the whores need to be paid."

Jokes My Father Never Taught Me is both lovingly told and painfully frank: the story of a girl who grew up
adoring her father even as she feared him—and feared for him—as his drug problems grew worse. In 1980
Pryor tried to kill himself by setting himself on fire, then joked that it had been an accident: "No one ever
told me you couldn't mix cookies with two types of milk!" In his later years, Pryor succumbed to multiple
sclerosis, and Rain watched in tears as her father became a shell of his former self. Once, in an unusually
introspective mood, Pryor asked his daughter, "Why do you love me, Rainy, when I can be so mean?"

Jokes My Father Never Taught Me answers that poignant question and many more. It is an unprecedented
look at the life of a legend of comedy, told by a daughter who both understood the genius and knew the
tortured man within.
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From reader reviews:

Debra Richardson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Jokes My Father Never Taught Me
will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Randy Garrison:

This Jokes My Father Never Taught Me are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Jokes My Father Never Taught Me can be one of several great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that might be will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Jokes My Father Never Taught Me
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Tony Reed:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Jokes My Father Never Taught Me
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you are able to pick Jokes My Father Never Taught Me become your starter.

George Chadwick:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Jokes My Father Never Taught Me was filled concerning science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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