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Best known today as the author of Don Quixote—one of the most beloved and widely read novels in the
Western tradition—Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra (1547-1616) was a poet and a playwright as well. After
some early successes on the Madrid stage in the 1580s, his theatrical career was interrupted by other literary
efforts. Yet, eager to prove himself as a playwright, shortly before his death he published a collection of his
later plays before they were ever performed.

With their depiction of captives in North Africa and at the Ottoman court, two of these, "The Bagnios of
Algiers" and "The Great Sultana," draw heavily on Cervantes's own experiences as a captive, and echo
important episodes in Don Quixote. They are set in a Mediterranean world where Spain and its Muslim
neighbors clashed repeatedly while still remaining in close contact, with merchants, exiles, captives, soldiers,
and renegades frequently crossing between the two sides. The plays provide revealing insights into Spain's
complex perception of the world of Mediterranean Islam.

Despite their considerable literary and historical interest, these two plays have never before been translated
into English. This edition presents them along with an introductory essay that places them in the context of
Cervantes's drama, the early modern stage, and the political and cultural relations between Christianity and
Islam in the early modern period.
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From reader reviews:

Bertram Staten:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need that "The Bagnios of Algiers" and "The
Great Sultana": Two Plays of Captivity to read.

Patsy Cassella:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to
some others. When you read this "The Bagnios of Algiers" and "The Great Sultana": Two Plays of Captivity,
you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a publication.

David McClure:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this
"The Bagnios of Algiers" and "The Great Sultana": Two Plays of Captivity.

William Bottoms:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-
book that need more time to be learn. "The Bagnios of Algiers" and "The Great Sultana": Two Plays of
Captivity can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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