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The Ashes cricket series, played out between England and Australia, is the oldest, and arguably the most
keenly-contested rivalry, in international sport. And yet the majority of the first representative Australian
cricket team to tour England in 1878 in fact regarded themselves as Englishmen.

In May of that year the SS City of Berlin docked at Liverpool, and the Australians stepped onto English
ground to begin the inaugural first-class cricket tour of England by a representative overseas team. As they
made their way south towards Lord's to play the MCC in the second match of the tour, the intrepid tourists,
or 'the strangers' as they were referred to in the press, encountered arrogance and ignorance, cheating
umpires and miserable weather. But by defeating a powerful MCC side which included W.G. Grace himself
in a single afternoon's play, they turned English cricket on its head. The Lord's crowd, having openly laughed
at the tourists, wildly celebrated a victory that has been described as 'arguably the most momentous six hours
in cricket history' and claimed the Australians as their own.

The Strangers Who Came Home is a compelling social history which brings that momentous summer to life,
telling the story of these extraordinary men who travelled thousands of miles, risking life and limb, playing
43 matches in England (as well as several in Philadelphia, America, on their return journey) during a
demanding but ultimately triumphant homecoming; how their glorious achievements on the field of play
threw open the doors to international sports touring, and how these men from the colonies provided the
stimulus for Australian nationhood through their sporting success and brought unprecedented vitality to
international cricket.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Macdonald:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Strangers Who Came Home:
The First Australian Cricket Tour of England? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion
or you have different opinion?

Harvey Hobbs:

The particular book The Strangers Who Came Home: The First Australian Cricket Tour of England will
bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Strangers Who Came
Home: The First Australian Cricket Tour of England is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Tammara Dejesus:

The particular book The Strangers Who Came Home: The First Australian Cricket Tour of England has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Michael Hilton:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Strangers Who Came Home: The First
Australian Cricket Tour of England can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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