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Antiquities have been pawns in empire-building and global rivalries; power struggles; assertions of national
and cultural identities; and cross-cultural exchanges, cooperation, abuses, and misunderstandings—all with
the underlying element of financial gain. Indeed, “who owns antiquity?” is a contentious question in many of
today’s international conflicts.

About Antiquities offers an interdisciplinary study of the relationship between archaeology and empire-
building around the turn of the twentieth century. Starting at Istanbul and focusing on antiquities from the
Ottoman territories, Zeynep Çelik examines the popular discourse surrounding claims to the past in London,
Paris, Berlin, and New York. She compares and contrasts the experiences of two museums—Istanbul’s
Imperial Museum and the Metropolitan Museum of Art—that aspired to emulate European collections and
gain the prestige and power of owning the material fragments of ancient history. Going beyond institutions,
Çelik also unravels the complicated interactions among individuals—Westerners, Ottoman decision makers
and officials, and local laborers—and their competing stakes in antiquities from such legendary sites as
Ephesus, Pergamon, and Babylon.

Recovering perspectives that have been lost in histories of archaeology, particularly those of the excavation
laborers whose voices have never been heard, About Antiquities provides important historical context for
current controversies surrounding nation-building and the ownership of the past.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Within other case, little people like to read book About Antiquities: Politics of Archaeology in the Ottoman
Empire. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book About Antiquities: Politics of Archaeology in the Ottoman Empire. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It
is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Dan Villanueva:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book About Antiquities: Politics of Archaeology in the Ottoman
Empire ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication About Antiquities: Politics of Archaeology
in the Ottoman Empire is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book About Antiquities: Politics of Archaeology in the Ottoman Empire. You never
truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Clarine Davidson:

This book untitled About Antiquities: Politics of Archaeology in the Ottoman Empire to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Annette Spafford:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Different categories of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra About Antiquities: Politics of Archaeology
in the Ottoman Empire.
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