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American–Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The Bolshoi Ballet’s American Premiere is the first full-length
examination of a Soviet cultural diplomatic effort. Following the signing of an American-Soviet cultural
exchange agreement in the late 1950s, Soviet officials resolved to utilize the Bolshoi Ballet’s planned 1959
American tour to awe audiences with Soviet choreographers’ great accomplishments and Soviet performers’
superb abilities. Relying on extensive research, Cadra Peterson McDaniel examines whether the objectives
behind Soviet cultural exchange and the specific aims of the Bolshoi Ballet’s 1959 American tour provided
evidence of a thaw in American-Soviet relations. Interwoven throughout this study is an examination of the
Soviets’ competing efforts to create ballets encapsulating Communist ideas while simultaneously
reinterpreting pre-revolutionary ballets so that these works were ideologically acceptable.

McDaniel investigates the rationale behind the creation of the Bolshoi’s repertoire and the Soviet
leadership’s objectives and interpretation of the tour’s success as well as American response to the tour. The
repertoire included the four ballets, Romeo and Juliet, Swan Lake, Giselle, and The Stone Flower, and two
Highlights Programs, which included excerpts from various pre- and post-revolutionary ballets, operas, and
dance suites. How the Americans and the Soviets understood the Bolshoi’s success provides insight into how
each side conceptualized the role of the arts in society and in political transformation.

American–Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The Bolshoi Ballet’s American Premiere demonstrates the ballet’s
role in Soviet foreign policy, a shift to "artful warfare," and thus emphasizes the significance of studying
cultural exchange as a key aspect of Soviet foreign policy and analyzes the continued importance of the arts
in twenty-first century Russian politics.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

In other case, little individuals like to read book American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The Bolshoi Ballet's
American Premiere. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a new book American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The Bolshoi Ballet's American
Premiere. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Dustin Singh:

The experience that you get from American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The Bolshoi Ballet's American
Premiere is the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The
Bolshoi Ballet's American Premiere giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that
American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The Bolshoi Ballet's American Premiere instantly.

Robert Doyle:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy:
The Bolshoi Ballet's American Premiere can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Caroline Edwards:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The Bolshoi Ballet's American Premiere we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must want
to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life at this book American-Soviet Cultural Diplomacy: The Bolshoi Ballet's American Premiere. You
can more pleasing than now.
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