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Japan’s Household Registration System (koseki seido) is an extremely powerful state instrument, and is
socially entrenched with a long history of population governance, social control and the maintenance of
social order. It provides identity whilst at the same time imposing identity upon everyone registered, and in
turn, the state receives validity and legitimacy from the registration of its inhabitants. The study of the
procedures and mechanisms for identifying and documenting people provides an important window into
understanding statecraft, and by examining the koseki system, this book provides a keen insight into social
and political change in Japan.

By looking through the lens of the koseki system, the book takes both an historical as well as a contemporary
approach to understanding Japanese society. In doing so, it develops our understanding of contemporary
Japan within the historical context of population management and social control; reveals the social effects
and influence of the koseki system throughout its history; and presents new insights into citizenship,
nationality and identity. Furthermore, this book develops our knowledge of state functions and indeed the
nation state itself, through engaging critically with important issues relating to the koseki while at the same
time providing a platform for further investigation. The contributors to this volume utilise a variety of
disciplinary areas including history, gender studies, sociology, law and anthropology, and each chapter
provides insights that bring us closer to a comprehensive grasp of the role, effects and historical background
of what is a crucial and influential instrument of the Japanese state.

This book will be of great interest to students and scholars of Japanese history, Japanese culture and society,
Japanese studies, Asian social policy and demography more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Randell Easley:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Japan's Household
Registration System and Citizenship: Koseki, Identification and Documentation (Routledge Studies in the
Modern History of Asia). All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Kimberly Martin:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Japan's Household Registration System and Citizenship: Koseki, Identification and Documentation
(Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Lisa Yang:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Japan's Household Registration System and Citizenship: Koseki, Identification and
Documentation (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) will give you a new experience in looking
at a book.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

You can get this Japan's Household Registration System and Citizenship: Koseki, Identification and
Documentation (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your



problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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