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Although most Americans associate earthquakes with California, the tremors that shook the Mississippi
valley in southeast Missouri from December 16, 1811, through February 7, 1812, are among the most violent
quakes to hit the North American continent in recorded history. Collectively known as the New Madrid
earthquakes, these quakes affected more than 1 million square miles. By comparison, the 1906 San Francisco
earthquake affected only 60,000 square miles, less than one-sixteenth the area of the New Madrid
earthquakes.

Scientists believe that each of the three greatest tremors would have measured more than 8.0 on the Richter
scale, had that measuring device been in place in 1811. Vibrations were felt from the Rocky Mountains to
the Atlantic coast and from Mexico to Canada. The quake zone was in constant movement during this period.
Five towns in three states disappeared, islands vanished in the Mississippi River, lakes formed where there
had been none before, and the river flowed backward for a brief period.

Providing eyewitness accounts from people both on the land and on the river, Bagnall captures the fears of
the residents through their tales about the smells and dark vapors that filled the air, the cries of the people,
the bawling of animals, and the constant roar of the river and its collapsing banks. On Shaky Ground also
traces the history of the founding of New Madrid and considers the impact of the earthquakes on population
and land in southeast Missouri. Predictions for future earthquakes along the New Madrid fault, as well as
instructions on preparing for and surviving a quake, are also included.

Informative, clearly written, and well illustrated, On Shaky Ground will be of interest to all general readers,
especially those interested in earthquakes or Missouri history.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-1812 (MISSOURI
HERITAGE READERS) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid
Earthquakes of 1811-1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-
1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Rubye Carter:

The experience that you get from On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-1812
(MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) is a more deep you searching the information that hide within the
words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but On
Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this specific On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid
Earthquakes of 1811-1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) instantly.

Timothy Reed:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE
READERS) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book
then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The On Shaky
Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) giving you
another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Johnnie Colby:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?



Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be On Shaky Ground: The New Madrid Earthquakes of 1811-
1812 (MISSOURI HERITAGE READERS) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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