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Depending on who is telling it, the history of Euro-American farmers on the Great Plains has been a story of
either agricultural triumph or ecological failure—an optimistic tale of taming nature for human purposes or a
dire account of disrupting nature and suffering the environmental consequences. In both stories, human
beings dominate the narrative, whether as subduers or as destroyers of the natural processes that define this
grassland ecosystem.

In On the Great Plains, author Geoff Cunfer poses an alternative scenario: that people were not the masters
of nature on the Great Plains. Land use in America’s vast interior prairies has stayed remarkably stable
throughout the twentieth century, changing little as droughts came and went, as farmers shifted from horses
to tractors, and as federal subsidies and fluctuating crop prices transformed the economics of farming. An
equilibrium between natural and human forces emerged as farmers plowed and planted the same amount of
cropland during most of this period, maintaining two thirds of the Great Plains in unplowed, native
vegetation. Even the Dust Bowl of the 1930s was a “temporary disruption in a stable system” that may be
considered sustainable.

To support his theory, Cunfer looks at the entire Great Plains (450 counties in ten states), tapping historical
agricultural census data paired with GIS mapping to illuminate land use on the Great Plains over 130 years.
Coupled with several community and family case studies, this database allows Cunfer to track plowing and
grazing practices, crop choices, technological advances, nutrient systems, and weather, soil, and drought
conditions to reassess the interaction between farmers and nature in the Great Plains agricultural landscape.

Combining the readability of evocative local history with the explanatory power of systematic regional
analysis, On the Great Plains makes a compelling argument for those interested in wester, environmental,
and agricultural history, grassland management, and the geography and demography of the Great Plains.
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From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

This On the Great Plains: Agriculture and Environment (Environmental History Series) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. That On the Great Plains: Agriculture and Environment
(Environmental History Series) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry On the Great Plains: Agriculture and Environment
(Environmental History Series) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This On the Great Plains:
Agriculture and Environment (Environmental History Series) having great arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Donna Casey:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled On the Great Plains: Agriculture and Environment (Environmental History Series) your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The On the Great Plains: Agriculture and
Environment (Environmental History Series) giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Alan Durham:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
On the Great Plains: Agriculture and Environment (Environmental History Series). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.

Michael Yancey:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book On the Great Plains: Agriculture
and Environment (Environmental History Series) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to



read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and examine it. Beside that the publication On the Great Plains: Agriculture and Environment
(Environmental History Series) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of the time.
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