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Essay from the year 2007 in the subject Law - European and International Law, Intellectual Properties,
grade: 1,0, University of Bremen (Fachbereich Rechtswissenschaft), course: International Public Law,
language: English, abstract: Following from the general principle of international law imposing respect for
the sovereignty of foreign states, senior state officials, as state organs, traditionally are subject to the
jurisdiction of their home state only. It became customary law that state officials enjoy immunity of the
jurisdiction of foreign states for acts performed in their official capacity, irrespective of the place where the
action took place or the persons who were affected by it. In correspondence to the privileges of diplomatic
agents, as declared in the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961, these immunities apply even
to private acts.
When it comes to criminal proceedings, traditionally the territoriality principle has to be respected.
Especially in cases of international crimes, which in many cases are performed by high ranking state
officials, it is often not possible, though, that the trial takes place in either the home state of the accused or
the country where the crime took place. The reason may be a lack of political will to prosecute, a national
legal system not capable of carrying out an investigation and prosecution, amnesties granted to the accused
for their crimes, or the chance that the accused may not receive a fair trial in the country in question.
Prosecution of the committers of the most severe crimes such as genocide, war crimes or crimes against
humanity consequently proves difficult. Modern international law tries to provide for less strict rules in
respect to the jurisdiction. Next to jurisdiction of international courts the principle of universal jurisdiction
hereby plays an important role. To prosecute state officials responsible for international crimes before a court
of a foreign state however seems to contradict the immunities that are granted to the officials by international
law.
This paper examines the scope and the practical relevance of the concept of universal jurisdiction and
analyses its compatibility with senior state officials’ immunities, thereby taking reference to national and
international jurisprudence.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
principle of universal jurisdiction: A threat to the immunities of senior state officials?: Charges of
international crimes before foreign state courts your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get before. The The principle of universal jurisdiction: A threat to the immunities of senior state
officials?: Charges of international crimes before foreign state courts giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Alma Driver:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The principle of universal jurisdiction: A
threat to the immunities of senior state officials?: Charges of international crimes before foreign state courts
which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Loren Parker:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As
we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. With the book The principle of universal jurisdiction: A threat to the immunities of senior
state officials?: Charges of international crimes before foreign state courts we can take more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book The principle of universal
jurisdiction: A threat to the immunities of senior state officials?: Charges of international crimes before
foreign state courts. You can more appealing than now.

George Hughes:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The principle of universal jurisdiction:
A threat to the immunities of senior state officials?: Charges of international crimes before foreign state
courts to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing



when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea
about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it.
Beside that the guide The principle of universal jurisdiction: A threat to the immunities of senior state
officials?: Charges of international crimes before foreign state courts can to be your brand new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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