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A "Topping People" is the first comprehensive study of the political, economic, and social elite of colonial
Virginia. Evans studies twenty-one leading families from their rise to power in the late 1600s to their
downfall over one hundred years later. These families represented the upper echelons of power, serving in
the upper and lower houses of the General Assembly, often as speaker of the House of Burgesses. Their
names?Randolph, Robinson, Byrd, Carter, Corbin, Custis, Nelson, and Page, to note but a few?are still
familiar in the Old Dominion some three hundred years later.

Their decline was due to a variety of factors?economic, social, and demographic. The third generations
showed an inability to adapt their business philosophies to the changing economic climate. Their inclination
was to mirror the English landed gentry, living off the income of their landed estates. Economic
diversification was the norm early on, but it became less effective after 1730. Scots traders, for example,
introduced chain stores, making it more difficult to continue family-run stores. And land speculation was no
substitute for diversification. An increase in population resulted in the creation of new counties, which
weakened the influence of the Tidewater region. These leading families began to spend more than they
earned and became heavily indebted to British mercantile firms. The Revolution only served to make matters
worse, and by 1790 these families had lost their political and economic status, although their social status
remained.

A "Topping People"  is a thorough and engrossing study of the way families came to gain and, eventually,
lose great power in this turbulent and progressive period in American history.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Joseph:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
These are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found
difficult problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this A "Topping People": The Rise and
Decline of Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790.

Janelle Coe:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible A
"Topping People": The Rise and Decline of Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Martin Dowling:

This book untitled A "Topping People": The Rise and Decline of Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790 to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this book from your list.

Jerry Schooler:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying A "Topping People": The Rise and
Decline of Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick A "Topping People": The Rise
and Decline of Virginia's Old Political Elite, 1680-1790 become your personal starter.
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