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Philosophy long sought to set knowledge on a firm foundation, through derivation of indubitable truths by
infallible rules. For want of such truths and rules, the enterprise foundered. Nevertheless, foundationalism's
heirs continue their forbears' quest, seeking security against epistemic misfortune, while their detractors
typically espouse unbridled coherentism or facile relativism. Maintaining that neither stance is tenable,
Catherine Elgin devises a via media between the absolute and the arbitrary, reconceiving the nature, goals,
and methods of epistemology. In Considered Judgment, she argues for a reconception that takes reflective
equilibrium as the standard of rational acceptability. A system of thought is in reflective equilibrium when its
components are reasonable in light of one another, and the account they comprise is reasonable in light of
our antecedent convictions about the subject it concerns.

Many epistemologists now concede that certainty is a chimerical goal. But they continue to accept the
traditional conception of epistemology's problematic. Elgin suggests that in abandoning the quest for
certainty we gain opportunities for a broader epistemological purview--one that comprehends the arts and
does justice to the sciences. She contends that metaphor, fiction, emotion, and exemplification often advance
understanding in science as well as in art. The range of epistemology is broader and more variegated than is
usually recognized. Tenable systems of thought are neither absolute nor arbitrary. Although they afford no
guarantees, they are good in the way of belief.
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From reader reviews:

John Glass:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Considered Judgment (Princeton
Paperbacks) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Considered Judgment
(Princeton Paperbacks) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!?
Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Ellen Scherer:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Considered Judgment
(Princeton Paperbacks) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Ophelia Ellis:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Considered Judgment (Princeton Paperbacks) can
give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and
make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Considered Judgment
(Princeton Paperbacks).

Cheryl Crockett:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication Considered Judgment (Princeton Paperbacks) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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