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The History and Practice of Ancient Astronomy combines new scholarship with hands-on science to bring
readers into direct contact with the work of ancient astronomers. While tracing ideas from ancient Babylon to
sixteenth-century Europe, the book places its greatest emphasis on the Greek period, when astronomers
developed the geometric and philosophical ideas that have determined the subsequent character of Western
astronomy. The author approaches this history through the concrete details of ancient astronomical practice.
Carefully organized and generously illustrated, the book can teach readers how to do real astronomy using
the methods of ancient astronomers. For example, readers will learn to predict the next retrograde motion of
Jupiter using either the arithmetical methods of the Babylonians or the geometric methods of Ptolemy. They
will learn how to use an astrolabe and how to design sundials using Greek and Roman techniques. The book
also contains supplementary exercises and patterns for making some working astronomical instruments,
including an astrolabe and an equatorium. More than a presentation of astronomical methods, the book
provides a critical look at the evidence used to reconstruct ancient astronomy. It includes extensive excerpts
from ancient texts, meticulous documentation, and lively discussions of the role of astronomy in the various
cultures. Accessible to a wide audience, this book will appeal to anyone interested in how our understanding
of our place in the universe has changed and developed, from ancient times through the Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Gibbons:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book The History and Practice of Ancient
Astronomy. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Alma Young:

The knowledge that you get from The History and Practice of Ancient Astronomy will be the more deep you
looking the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but The History and Practice of Ancient Astronomy giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this specific The History and Practice of Ancient Astronomy
instantly.

Grant Rickard:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is The History and Practice of Ancient Astronomy this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
research when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Denise Kerrigan:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The History and Practice of Ancient Astronomy was
colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The History and Practice of Ancient
Astronomy has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try
to like reading this.
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