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“We’ve been together in sickness and in health, through the death of his mother, through the adoption of our
children, through four long years of this legal battle,” Jason Morgan told reporters of himself and his partner,
Chuck Swaggerty. “And if being together through all of that isn’t love and commitment or isn’t family or
isn’t marriage, then I don’t know what is.” Just minutes earlier on that day, April 3, 2009, the justices of the
Iowa Supreme Court had agreed.

The court’s decision in Varnum v. Brien made Iowa only the third state in the nation to permit same-sex
couples to wed—moderate, midwestern Iowa, years before such left-leaning coastal states as California and
New York. And unlike the earlier decisions in Massachusetts and Connecticut, Varnum v. Brien was
unanimous and unequivocal. It catalyzed the unprecedented and rapid shift in law and public opinion that
continues today.

Equal Before the Law tells the stories behind this critical battle in the fight for marriage equality and traces
the decision’s impact. The struggle began in 1998 with the easy passage of Iowa’s Defense of Marriage Act
and took a turn, surprising to many, in 2005, when six ordinary Iowa couples signed on to Lambda Legal’s
suit against the law. Their triumph in 2009 sparked a conservative backlash against the supreme court
justices, three of whom faced tough retention elections that fall.

Longtime, award-winning reporters Tom Witosky and Marc Hansen talked with and researched dozens of
key figures, including opponent Bob Vander Plaats, proponents Janelle Rettig and Sharon Malheiro,
attorneys Roger Kuhle, Dennis Johnson, and Camilla Taylor, and politicians Matt McCoy, Mary Lundby,
and Tom Vilsack, who had to weigh their careers against their convictions. Justice Mark Cady, who wrote
the decision, explains why the court had to rule in favor of the plaintiffs. At the center of the story are the six
couples who sacrificed their privacy to demand public respect for their families.

Through these voices, Witosky and Hansen show that no one should have been surprised by the 2009
decision. Iowans have a long history of leadership on civil rights. Just a year after Iowa became a state, its
citizens adopted as their motto the phrase, “Our liberties we prize and our rights we will maintain.” And they
still do today.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Goodrow:

The book Equal Before the Law: How Iowa Led Americans to Marriage Equality (Iowa and the Midwest
Experience) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book Equal Before the Law: How Iowa Led
Americans to Marriage Equality (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) to be your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like open and read a book Equal Before the Law: How Iowa Led Americans to
Marriage Equality (Iowa and the Midwest Experience). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Melissa Peterson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Equal Before the Law: How Iowa Led Americans to Marriage Equality
(Iowa and the Midwest Experience) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book offers high quality.

Willie Briggs:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Equal Before the Law: How
Iowa Led Americans to Marriage Equality (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world.
It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
may pick Equal Before the Law: How Iowa Led Americans to Marriage Equality (Iowa and the Midwest
Experience) become your starter.

Raymond Jackson:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you



have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top collection in your reading list is Equal Before the Law: How Iowa Led Americans to
Marriage Equality (Iowa and the Midwest Experience). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can
get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many
advantages.
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