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As an unbeliever, I ask leave to plead that humanity has been real gainer from scepticism, and that the
gradual and growing rejection of Christianity—like the rejection of the faiths which preceded it—has in fact
added, and will add, to man's happiness and well being. I maintain that in physics science is the outcome of
scepticism, and that general progress is impossible without scepticism on matters of religion. I mean by
religion every form of belief which accepts or asserts the supernatural. I write as a Monist, and use the word
"nature" as meaning all phenomena, every phænomenon, all that is necessary for the happening of any and
every phænomenon. Every religion is constantly changing, and at any given time is the measure of the
civilisation attained by what Guizot described as the juste milieu of those who profess it. Each religion is
slowly but certainly modified in its dogma and practice by the gradual development of the peoples amongst
whom it is professed. Each discovery destroys in whole or part some theretofore cherished belief. No
religion is suddenly rejected by any people; it is rather gradually out-grown. None see a religion die; dead
religions are like dead languages and obsolete customs; the decay is long and—like the glacier march—is
only perceptible to the careful watcher by comparisons extending over long periods. A superseded religion
may often be traced in the festivals, ceremonies, and dogmas of the religion which has replaced it. Traces of
obsolete religions may often be found in popular customs, in old wives' stories, and in children's tales. It is
necessary, in order that my plea should be understood, that I should explain what I mean by Christianity; and
in the very attempt at this explanation there will, I think, be found strong illustration of the value of unbelief.
Christianity in practice may be gathered from its more ancient forms, represented by the Roman Catholic and
the Greek Churches, or from the various churches which have grown up in the last few centuries. Each of
these churches calls itself Christian. Some of them deny the right of the Others to use the word Christian.
Some Christian churches treat, or have treated, Other Christian churches as heretics or unbelievers. The
Roman Catholics and the Protestants in Great Britain and Ireland have in turn been terribly cruel one to the
Other; and the ferocious laws of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, enacted by the English Protestants
against English and Irish Papists, are a disgrace to civilisation. These penal laws, enduring longest in Ireland,
still bear fruit in much of the political mischief and agrarian crime of to-day. It is only the tolerant
indifference of scepticism that, one after the Other, has repealed most of the laws directed by the Established
Christian Church against Papists and Dissenters, and also against Jews and heretics. Church of England
clergymen have in the past gone to great lengths in denouncing nonconformity; and even in the present day
an effective sample of such denunciatory bigotry may be found in a sort of orthodox catechism written by the
Rev. F. A. Gace, of Great Barling, Essex, the popularity of which is vouched by the fact that it has gone
through ten editions. This catechism for little children teaches that "Dissent is a great sin", and that
Dissenters "worship God according to their own evil and corrupt imaginations, and not according to his
revealed will, and therefore their worship is idolatrous". Church of England Christians and Dissenting
Christians, when fraternising amongst themselves, often publicly draw the line at Unitarians, and positively
deny that these have any sort of right to call themselves Christians.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Minor:

Typically the book Humanity's Gain From Unbelief will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Humanity's Gain From Unbelief is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ida Torres:

The guide untitled Humanity's Gain From Unbelief is the e-book that recommended to you you just read.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will
get the e-book of Humanity's Gain From Unbelief from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Peter Holmes:

The actual book Humanity's Gain From Unbelief has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Martin Solomon:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Humanity's Gain From Unbelief is
simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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