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An important new interpretation of the American colonists' 150-year struggle to achieve independence

"What do we mean by the Revolution?" John Adams asked Thomas Jefferson in 1815. "The war? That was
no part of the Revolution. It was only an effect and consequence of it." As the distinguished historian
Thomas P. Slaughter shows in this landmark book, the long process of revolution reached back more than a
century before 1776, and it touched on virtually every aspect of the colonies' laws, commerce, social
structures, religious sentiments, family ties, and political interests. And Slaughter's comprehensive work
makes clear that the British who chose to go to North America chafed under imperial rule from the start,
vigorously disputing many of the colonies' founding charters.
When the British said the Americans were typically "independent," they meant to disparage them as lawless
and disloyal. But the Americans insisted on their moral courage and political principles, and regarded their
independence as a great virtue, as they regarded their love of freedom and their loyalty to local institutions.
Over the years, their struggles to define this independence took many forms, and Slaughter's compelling
narrative takes us from New England and Nova Scotia to New York and Pennsylvania, and south to the
Carolinas, as colonists resisted unsympathetic royal governors, smuggled to evade British duties on imported
goods (tea was only one of many), and, eventually, began to organize for armed uprisings.
Britain, especially after its victories over France in the 1750s, was eager to crush these rebellions, but the
Americans' opposition only intensified, as did dark conspiracy theories about their enemies—whether
British, Native American, or French.In Independence, Slaughter resets and clarifies the terms in which we
may understand this remarkable evolution, showing how and why a critical mass of colonists determined that
they could not be both independent and subject to the British Crown. By 1775–76, they had become
revolutionaries—going to war only reluctantly, as a last-ditch means to preserve the independence that they
cherished as a birthright.
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From reader reviews:

David Shetler:

Often the book Independence: The Tangled Roots of the American Revolution has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after scanning this book.

Robert Reynolds:

This Independence: The Tangled Roots of the American Revolution is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can
state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Independence: The Tangled Roots of the American Revolution in your hand like obtaining
the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Janice Wilham:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Independence: The Tangled Roots of the
American Revolution was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Independence:
The Tangled Roots of the American Revolution has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.

Karen Delamora:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book Independence: The Tangled Roots of the American Revolution. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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