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How did a largely white state like Minnesota become a springboard for leadership in civil rights? Why did it
produce a generation of liberals-Hubert Humphrey, Walter Mondale, Donald Fraser, Orville Freeman, and
Eugene McCarthy-whose ideals transformed the Democratic Party?

In Making Minnesota Liberal, Jennifer A. Delton delves into the roots of Minnesota politics for the answer,
tracing the change from the regional, third-party, class-oriented politics of the Farmer-Labor Party to the
national, two-party, pluralistic liberalism of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party (DFL). While others have
examined how anticommunism and the Cold War shaped this transformation, Delton takes a new approach,
showing the key roles played by antiracism and the civil rights movement. In telling this story, Delton
contributes not only to our understanding of Minnesota's political history, but also the relationship between
antiracism and American politics in the twentieth century.

Making Minnesota Liberal combines political history with a discussion of the symbolic role played by race
in political battles between whites. Delton recounts the creation of Minnesota's Farmer-Labor Party, its
merger with the Democrats, and the acrimonious battle for control of the DFL just after World War II. She
argues that the Humphrey liberals won this battle in part because antiracism activities enabled previously
antagonistic groups, divided by ethnicity, religion, and class, to unify around a common cause.

Delton contends that although liberal Minnesotans' concern for racial justice was genuine, it also provided
them with national political relevance and imbued their bid for power with a sense of morality. Ultimately
the language of tolerance and diversity that emerged from antiracism prepared Minnesotans for Humphrey's
vision of a pluralistic and state-centered liberalism, which eventually became the model for Democratic
politics nationwide. Making Minnesota Liberal is an absorbing and trenchant account of a key moment in
American history, one that continues to resonate in our time.

Jennifer A. Delton is assistant professor of history at Skidmore College.
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From reader reviews:

Warren Johnson:

In other case, little persons like to read book Making Minnesota Liberal: Civil Rights And The
Transformation Of The Democratic Party. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important any book Making Minnesota Liberal: Civil Rights And The
Transformation Of The Democratic Party. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Maureen Harris:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Making Minnesota Liberal: Civil Rights And
The Transformation Of The Democratic Party. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Whitney Martinez:

The guide with title Making Minnesota Liberal: Civil Rights And The Transformation Of The Democratic
Party includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition
of the world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read this anywhere you want.

Harry Anderson:

Making Minnesota Liberal: Civil Rights And The Transformation Of The Democratic Party can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy
arrangement in writing Making Minnesota Liberal: Civil Rights And The Transformation Of The Democratic
Party yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
thinking.
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