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Perhaps the oddest and most influential collaboration in the history of American modernism was hatched in
1926, when a young Virgil Thomson knocked on Gertrude Stein's door in Paris. Eight years later, their opera
Four Saints in Three Acts became a sensation--the longest-running opera in Broadway history to date and the
most widely reported cultural event of its time.
        Four Saints was proclaimed the birth of a new art form, a cellophane fantasy, "cubism on stage." It
swept the public imagination, inspiring new art and new language, and defied every convention of what an
opera should be. Everything about it was revolution-ary: Stein's abstract text and Thomson's homespun
music, the all-black cast, the costumes, and the com-bustible sets. Moving from the Wadsworth Atheneum to
Broadway, Four Saints was the first popular modernist production. It brought modernism, with all its
flamboyant outrage against convention, into the mainstream.
        This is the story of how that opera came to be. It involves artists, writers, musicians, salon hostesses,
and an underwear manufacturer with an appetite for publicity. The opera's success depended on a handful of
Harvard-trained men who shaped America's first museums of modern art. The elaborately intertwined lives
of the collaborators provide a window onto the pioneering generation that defined modern taste in America
in the 1920s and 1930s.
        A brilliant cultural historian with a talent for bringing the past to life, Steven Watson spent ten years
researching and writing this book, interviewing many of the collaborators and performers. Prepare for Saints
is the first book to describe this pivotal moment in American cultural history. It does so with a spirit and
irreverence worthy of its subject.

NOTE: This edition does not include photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Adam:

This Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the Mainstreaming of American Modernism
usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this
Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the Mainstreaming of American Modernism can be
one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
actually with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the Mainstreaming of American Modernism
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Clinton Whitten:

This Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the Mainstreaming of American Modernism is
great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we
can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the Mainstreaming of
American Modernism in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single.
We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do
that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

William Martin:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Prepare for Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil
Thomson, and the Mainstreaming of American Modernism can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Rachel Cady:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book Prepare for
Saints: Gertrude Stein, Virgil Thomson, and the Mainstreaming of American Modernism. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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