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Janet Jackson’s infamous "wardrobe malfunction" at the 2004 Superbowl precipitated a nationwide
controversy. To judge by the hysterical reaction, one would think that nothing so shocking had ever been
seen on television. Yet, remarkably, during the conservative 1950s, similar breast-baring accidents on
television (by Faye Emerson and Jayne Mansfield) raised barely a stir. Is America on the verge of another
puritanical era? Is this new Puritanism the result of something more than just concerns for public decency?
First Amendment and emerging technology specialist Frederick S. Lane examines America’s changing
attitudes toward decency and the politics of decency in this timely book. He takes a strong and unequivocal
position that it is inappropriate and dangerous for the government to try to regulate morality. He accuses
religious conservatives of starting "decency wars" for motives no more noble than profit and political gain.
As Lane astutely points out, such controversies generate a flood of books, speeches, and syndicated radio and
television programs. More importantly, they fill the coffers of conservative politicians and "non-profits."
Lane first sets the stage for the current controversy by reviewing the history of the decency debate from the
invention of the camera as the catalyst for public decency concerns, through the mixing of morality and
politics by the Moral Majority and the Christian Coalition, to the recent activist stance by the Federal
Communications Commission against perceived indecency.
He spells out strategies for combating the rising influence of the Religious Right’s puritanical ploys by
emphasizing that decency standards are a private and personal responsibility, not a matter of law
enforcement. He asserts that we must continuously educate the public regarding the ruinous effects of
government censorship, watered-down textbooks, and homophobia. Moreover, he stresses the supreme
importance of supporting existing and new organizations to counteract the propaganda from groups like the
Christian Coalition and Focus on the Family.
Detailing the degree to which Fundamentalist religion has pervaded current politics, entertainment, and
society at large, this compelling book is essential reading for understanding one of the most fiercely debated
social issues of our nation.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Perkins:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book The Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse
American Culture ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse
American Culture is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the
book The Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse American Culture. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Barbara Duty:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Decency Wars: The Campaign to
Cleanse American Culture, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Gilbert Pellerin:

This The Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse American Culture is great book for you because the
content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse American Culture in your hand like having the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen
small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt which?

Shelly Sampson:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books
in the top record in your reading list is definitely The Decency Wars: The Campaign to Cleanse American
Culture. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person.



By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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