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After the turmoil of the Great Depression and World War II, Americans looked to the nation’s more distant
past for lessons to inform its uncertain future. By applying recent and emerging techniques in mass
communication—including radio and television programs and commercial book clubs—American elites
working in media, commerce, and government used history to confer authority on their respective messages.

    With insight and wit, Erik Christiansen uncovers in Channeling the Past the ways that powerful
corporations rewrote history to strengthen the postwar corporate state, while progressives, communists, and
other leftists vied to make their own versions of the past more popular. Christiansen looks closely at several
notable initiatives—CBS’s flashback You Are There program; the Smithsonian Museum of American
History, constructed in the late 1950s; the Cavalcade of America program sponsored by the Du Pont
Company; the History Book Club; and the Freedom Train, a museum on rails that traveled the country from
1947 to 1949 exhibiting historic documents and flags, including original copies of the U.S. Constitution and
the Magna Carta.

    It is often said that history is written by the victors, but Christiansen offers a more nuanced perspective:
history is constantly remade to suit the objectives of those with the resources to do it. He provides dramatic
evidence of sophisticated calculations that influenced both public opinion and historical memory, and shows
that Americans’ relationships with the past changed as a result.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Leonard:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar
America (Studies in American Thought and Culture). Try to stumble through book Channeling the Past:
Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and Culture) as your buddy. It means
that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Oren Nelson:

Here thing why this specific Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in
American Thought and Culture) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Channeling
the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and Culture) giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and
Culture). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened
in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in American
Thought and Culture) in e-book can be your alternate.

John Street:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From
the book Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and
Culture) we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must
want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life at this book Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in
American Thought and Culture). You can more appealing than now.

Mary Wines:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information



coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Channeling the Past: Politicizing History in Postwar America (Studies in American Thought and
Culture) when you essential it?
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