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We live near the edge—whether in a settlement at the core of the Rockies, a gated community tucked into
the wilds of the Santa Monica Mountains, a silicon culture emerging in the suburbs, or, in the future,
homesteading on a terraformed Mars. In Imagined Frontiers, urban historian and popular culture scholar
Carl Abbott looks at the work of American artists who have used novels, film, television, maps, and
occasionally even performance art to explore these frontiers—the metropolitan frontier of suburban
development, the classic continental frontier of American settlement, and the yet unrealized frontiers beyond
Earth.

Focusing on writers and artists working during the past half-century, an era of global economic and social
reach, Abbott describes the dialogue between historians and social scientists seeking to understand these
frontier places and the artists reimagining them in written and visual fictions. This book offers perspectives
on such well-known authors as T. C. Boyle and John Updike and on such familiar movies and television
shows as Falling Down and The Sopranos. By putting The Rockford Files and the cult favorite Firefly in
conversation with popular fiction writers Robert Heinlein and Stephen King and literary novelists Peter
Matthiessen and Leslie Marmon Silko, Abbott interweaves the disparate subjects of western history, urban
planning, and science fiction in a single volume.

Abbott combines all-new essays with others previously published but substantially revised to integrate
western and urban history, literary analysis, and American studies scholarship in a uniquely compelling
analysis of the frontier in popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Clift:

The actual book Imagined Frontiers: Contemporary America and Beyond has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Herman Deans:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Imagined Frontiers: Contemporary America and Beyond your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get ahead of. The Imagined Frontiers: Contemporary America and Beyond giving
you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Laura McCallum:

Imagined Frontiers: Contemporary America and Beyond can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Imagined Frontiers:
Contemporary America and Beyond however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Darlene Goins:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Imagined Frontiers: Contemporary America and
Beyond why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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