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When Joseph Nathaniel Beckles registered for the draft in the 1942,  he rejected the racial categories
presented to him and persuaded the registrar to cross out the check mark she had placed next to Negro and
substitute “Ethiopian Hebrew.”  “God did not make us Negroes,” declared religious leaders in black
communities of the early twentieth-century urban North. They insisted that so-called Negroes are, in reality,
Ethiopian Hebrews, Asiatic Muslims, or raceless children of God. Rejecting conventional American racial
classification, many black southern migrants and immigrants from the Caribbean embraced these alternative
visions of black history, racial identity, and collective future, thereby reshaping the black religious and racial
landscape. 

Focusing on the Moorish Science Temple, the Nation of Islam, Father Divine’s Peace Mission Movement,
and a number of congregations of Ethiopian Hebrews, Judith Weisenfeld argues that the appeal of these
groups lay not only in the new religious opportunities membership provided, but also in the novel ways they
formulated a religio-racial identity. Arguing that members of these groups understood their religious and
racial identities as divinely-ordained and inseparable, the book examines how this sense of self shaped their
conceptions of their bodies, families, religious and social communities, space and place, and political
sensibilities. 

Weisenfeld draws on extensive archival research and incorporates a rich array of sources to highlight the
experiences of average members. The book demonstrates that the efforts by members of these movements to
contest conventional racial categorization contributed to broader discussions in black America about the
nature of racial identity and the collective future of black people that still resonate today.
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From reader reviews:

Reginald Hunter:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of New World A-Coming: Black Religion
and Racial Identity during the Great Migration to read.

William Lee:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be go through. New World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity during the
Great Migration can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short
extra time problems.

Amy Arwood:

This New World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity during the Great Migration is new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this New World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity during the Great Migration can be
the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means
of anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
knowledge.

Troy Kemp:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the New World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity during the Great Migration



when you necessary it?
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