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This compelling social history uses diaries, memoirs, fiction, trial testimony, personal recollections, and
eyewitness accounts to weave a fascinating tale of what ordinary Japanese endured throughout their century's
era of economic growth. Rescuing vivid, often wrenching accounts of peasants, miners, textile workers,
rebels, and prostitutes, Mikiso Hane forces us to see Japan's 'modern century' (from the beginnings of contact
with the West to the outset of World War II) through fresh eyes. In doing so, he mounts a formidable
challenge to the success story of Japan's 'economic miracle.' Starting with the Meiji restoration of 1868,
Professor Hane vividly illustrates how modernization actually widened the gulf, economically and socially,
between rich and poor, between the mo-bo and mo-ga ('modern boy' and 'modern girl') of the cities and their
rural counterparts. He laces his scholarly narrative with sharply etched individual stories that allow us see
Japan from the bottom up. We feel the back-breaking labor of a typical farm family; the anguish of poverty-
stricken parents forced to send their daughters to Japan's new mills, factories, and brothels; the hopelessness
in rural areas scourged by famine; the proud defiance of women battling against patriarchy; and the
desperation of being on strike in a company town, in revolt in the countryside, or conscripted into the army.
This second edition is enhanced by an updated epilogue and a new chapter on women activists, focusing
especially on the articles, essays, and letters of ItT Noe, whose work was cut short when she was murdered
by military police. By allowing the underprivileged to speak for themselves, Hane presents us with a unique
people's history of an often-hidden world that will be invaluable reading for all those interested in the
underside of Meiji Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Peasants, Rebels,
Women, and Outcastes: The Underside of Modern Japan (Asian Voices) to read.

Jimmy Dietz:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Peasants, Rebels,
Women, and Outcastes: The Underside of Modern Japan (Asian Voices) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means
for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick
Peasants, Rebels, Women, and Outcastes: The Underside of Modern Japan (Asian Voices) become your
current starter.

Nancy Royals:

This Peasants, Rebels, Women, and Outcastes: The Underside of Modern Japan (Asian Voices) is great book
for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Peasants, Rebels, Women, and Outcastes: The Underside of Modern Japan (Asian Voices)
in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Frankie Lampkins:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,



but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Peasants, Rebels, Women, and Outcastes: The Underside of Modern Japan (Asian Voices) will give you new
experience in reading through a book.
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