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Shifting cultivation is one of the oldest forms of subsistence agriculture and is still practised by millions of
poor people in the tropics. Typically it involves clearing land (often forest) for the growing of crops for a few
years, and then moving on to new sites, leaving the earlier ground fallow to regain its soil fertility. This book
brings together the best of science and farmer experimentation, vividly illustrating the enormous diversity of
shifting cultivation systems as well as the power of human ingenuity. 

Some critics have tended to disparage shifting cultivation (sometimes called 'swidden cultivation' or 'slash-
and-burn agriculture') as unsustainable due to its supposed role in deforestation and land degradation.
However, the book shows that such indigenous practices, as they have evolved over time, can be highly
adaptive to land and ecology. In contrast, 'scientific' agricultural solutions imposed from outside can be far
more damaging to the environment and local communities. 

The book focuses on successful agricultural strategies of upland farmers, particularly in south and south-east
Asia, and presents over 50 contributions by scholars from around the world and from various disciplines,
including agricultural economics, ecology and anthropology. It is a sequel to the much praised "Voices from
the Forest: Integrating Indigenous Knowledge into Sustainable Upland Farming" (RFF Press, 2007), but all
chapters are completely new and there is a greater emphasis on the contemporary challenges of climate
change and biodiversity conservation.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous People, Agriculture
and Forest Conservation book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected with Shifting Cultivation and Environmental
Change: Indigenous People, Agriculture and Forest Conservation content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous
People, Agriculture and Forest Conservation is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Kimberly Niemeyer:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous People, Agriculture and Forest
Conservation, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

James Ensor:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous People, Agriculture
and Forest Conservation can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short
free time problems.

Anita Sizemore:

This Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous People, Agriculture and Forest
Conservation is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit
of digest in reading this Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous People, Agriculture and
Forest Conservation can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this specific



book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life and knowledge.
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