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This landmark work presents the most illuminating portrait we have to date of goddesses and sacred female
imagery in Western culture—from prehistory to contemporary goddess movements. Beautifully written,
lucidly conceived, and far-ranging in its implications, this work will help readers gain a better appreciation
of the complexity of the social forces— mostly androcentric—that have shaped the symbolism of the sacred
feminine. At the same time, it charts a new direction for finding a truly egalitarian vision of God and human
relations through a feminist-ecological spirituality.

Rosemary Radford Ruether begins her exploration of the divine feminine with an analysis of prehistoric
archaeology that challenges the popular idea that, until their overthrow by male-dominated monotheism,
many ancient societies were matriarchal in structure, governed by a feminine divinity and existing in
harmony with nature. For Ruether, the historical evidence suggests the reality about these societies is much
more complex. She goes on to consider key myths and rituals from Sumerian, Babylonian, Egyptian, and
Anatolian cultures; to examine the relationships among gender, deity, and nature in the Hebrew religion; and
to discuss the development of Mariology and female mysticism in medieval Catholicism, and the
continuation of Wisdom mysticism in Protestanism. She also gives a provocative analysis of the meeting of
Aztec and Christian female symbols in Mexico and of today's neo-pagan movements in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Boyle:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Goddesses and the Divine Feminine: A Western Religious History? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Sabrina King:

This Goddesses and the Divine Feminine: A Western Religious History tend to be reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Goddesses and the Divine Feminine: A
Western Religious History can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Goddesses and the Divine Feminine: A Western Religious History
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Samuel Brooks:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is
this Goddesses and the Divine Feminine: A Western Religious History.

Shawn Jones:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you examine
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Goddesses and the Divine Feminine: A Western Religious History will give you new experience in
looking at a book.
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