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Evelyn Shakir’s witty, wise, and beautifully written memoir explores her status as an Arab American
woman, from the subtle bigotry she faced in Massachusetts as a second-generation Lebanese whose parents
were not only foreign but eccentric, to the equally poignant blend of dislocation and homecoming she felt in
Bahrain, Syria, and Lebanon, where she taught American literature to university students.

In America, growing up in the 1950s and ‘60s, her world encompassed Boston’s Revere Beach (her uncle ran
the famous Cyclone roller-coaster) and the world of academia (she has degrees from Wellesley, Harvard, and
Boston University and was awarded a pair of Fulbrights). She effortlessly combines personal anecdote with
cultural, political, and historical background, and is incapable of stereotyped thinking: one of the book’s
many pleasures is the diversity she finds among the people she encounters in the Middle East, including not
only students, but cab drivers, storekeepers, and the guys who make the spinach pies at the bakery down the
street from her apartment.

Perhaps best of all, Shakir is fun to read—and funny! Her tales of the family’s pride in the Cyclone (“the
brawniest ride on the beach”) are priceless, as are her astute observations on her travels (Victoria’s Secret
sells well in Damascus). Relentlessly honest, sometimes hard on people (and on herself), she always
manages to uncover the humanity we all have in common.

As Shakir explores her own identity, she leads the reader to an appreciation of the richness and complexity of
being Arab American (or any mixed heritage) in an increasingly small world.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Burkhardt:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Teaching
Arabs, Writing Self: Memoirs of an Arab-American Woman book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Marlys Wieland:

The book with title Teaching Arabs, Writing Self: Memoirs of an Arab-American Woman has lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Buddy Beckstead:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for you is
Teaching Arabs, Writing Self: Memoirs of an Arab-American Woman this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Betty Patton:

This Teaching Arabs, Writing Self: Memoirs of an Arab-American Woman is brand-new way for you who
has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Teaching
Arabs, Writing Self: Memoirs of an Arab-American Woman can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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