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From Comrades to Bodhisattvas is the first book-length study of Han Chinese Buddhism in post-Mao China.
Using an ethnographic approach supported by over a decade of field research, it provides an intimate portrait
of lay Buddhist practitioners in Beijing who have recently embraced a religion that they were once socialized
to see as harmful superstition. The book focuses on the lively discourses and debates that take place among
these new practitioners in an unused courtyard of a Beijing temple. In this non-monastic space, which
shrinks each year as the temple authorities expand their commercial activities, laypersons gather to distribute
and exchange Buddhist-themed media, listen to the fiery sermons of charismatic preachers, and seek
solutions to personal moral crises. Applying recent theories in the anthropology of morality and ethics,
Gareth Fisher argues that the practitioners are attracted to the courtyard as a place where they can find ethical
resources to re-make both themselves and others in a rapidly changing nation that they believe lacks a
coherent moral direction. Spurred on by the lessons of the preachers and the stories in the media they share,
these courtyard practitioners inventively combine moral elements from China’s recent Maoist past with
Buddhist teachings on the workings of karma and the importance of universal compassion. Their aim is to
articulate a moral antidote to what they see as blind obsession with consumption and wealth accumulation
among twenty-first century Chinese. Often socially marginalized and sidelined from meaningful roles in
China’s new economy, these former communist comrades look to their new moral roles along a bodhisattva
path to rebuild their self-worth.

Each chapter focuses on a central trope in the courtyard practitioners’ projects to form new moral identities.
The Chinese government’s restrictions on the spread of religious teachings in urban areas curtail these
practitioners' ability to insert their moral visions into an emerging public sphere. Nevertheless, they succeed,
at least partially, Fisher argues, in creating their own discursive space characterized by a morality of concern
for fellow humans and animals and a recognition of the organizational abilities and pedagogical talents of its
members that are unacknowledged in society at large. Moreover, as the later chapters of the book discuss, by
writing, copying, and distributing Buddhist-themed materials, the practitioners participate in creating a
religious network of fellow-Buddhists across the country, thereby forming a counter-cultural community
within contemporary urban China.

Highly readable and full of engaging descriptions of the real lives of practicing lay Buddhists in
contemporary China, From Comrades to Bodhisattvas will interest specialists in Chinese Buddhism,
anthropologists of contemporary Asia, and all scholars interested in the relationship between religion and
cultural change.
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From reader reviews:

Kelli Ross:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will need this From Comrades to Bodhisattvas: Moral Dimensions of
Lay Buddhist Practice in Contemporary China (Topics in Contemporary Buddhism).

Samual Larkin:

This From Comrades to Bodhisattvas: Moral Dimensions of Lay Buddhist Practice in Contemporary China
(Topics in Contemporary Buddhism) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This From
Comrades to Bodhisattvas: Moral Dimensions of Lay Buddhist Practice in Contemporary China (Topics in
Contemporary Buddhism) without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry From Comrades to Bodhisattvas: Moral Dimensions of Lay
Buddhist Practice in Contemporary China (Topics in Contemporary Buddhism) can bring once you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This From Comrades to Bodhisattvas: Moral Dimensions of Lay Buddhist Practice in
Contemporary China (Topics in Contemporary Buddhism) having good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Beverly Thomas:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping From Comrades to
Bodhisattvas: Moral Dimensions of Lay Buddhist Practice in Contemporary China (Topics in Contemporary
Buddhism) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you can pick From Comrades to Bodhisattvas: Moral Dimensions of Lay Buddhist Practice
in Contemporary China (Topics in Contemporary Buddhism) become your starter.

Joyce Martinez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this From Comrades to Bodhisattvas:



Moral Dimensions of Lay Buddhist Practice in Contemporary China (Topics in Contemporary Buddhism)
guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt From Comrades to
Bodhisattvas: Moral Dimensions of Lay Buddhist Practice in Contemporary China (Topics in Contemporary
Buddhism) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't
judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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