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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of
Paderborn, 31 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: Despite the ferocious anti-racism of
his early works, Himes is best known and appreciated for his detective stories. Whereas these were very
successful especially in Europe, the bitterness of his first books did not find approval at first. His short
stories, however, were popular enough to sell mostly to black newspapers and magazines but also to Esquire.
The stories treated in this paper were published posthumously in the anthology The Collected Stories of
Chester Himes. These short stories, written between 1933 and 1978, deal with themes ranging from women
and poverty to life in prison, war, and, above all, racism. Some of them could be considered semi-
autobiographical. They are Himes’ way of dealing with his situation as a black American in a white
segregationist society and reflect his anger and hopelessness.
This paper will concentrate on two short stories treating the subject of racism against African Americans
which is omnipresent in Himes’ works. Whereas in “All God’s Chillun Got Pride” Himes emphasizes that
the inferiority of blacks is not a natural phenomenon but a tradition forcibly imposed on them by the whites,
“Rufus Jones” is a bitter-sweet humorous attempt to unveil the absurdity of racial stereotypes. To understand
the bitterness and cynicism of Himes’ short stories it is necessary both to recall the historical developments
that influenced them and to look at the author’s biography. Therefore, I will first introduce a short historical
and biographical overview, to then focus on the selected short stories and finally sum up the outcome.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Farley:

This Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle between black and white
Americans as represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle
between black and white Americans as represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories without we
recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle between black and white
Americans as represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories can bring whenever you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle between black and white
Americans as represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories having good arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Theodore Parish:

The reason why? Because this Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle between
black and white Americans as represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving
your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jennifer Mitchell:

Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle between black and white Americans as
represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Learning the difference between
black and white: The racial struggle between black and white Americans as represented in a selection of
Chester Himes' short stories yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you
into new stage of crucial considering.



Ronny Baird:

Beside this specific Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle between black and
white Americans as represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories in your phone, it can give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Learning the difference between black and white: The racial struggle between black and white
Americans as represented in a selection of Chester Himes' short stories because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!
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