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Born into slavery in Kentucky, William Wells Brown (1814-1884) was kept functionally illiterate until after
his escape at the age of nineteen. Remarkably, he became the most widely published and versatile African
American writer of the nineteenth century as well as an important leader in the abolitionist and temperance
movements.

Brown wrote extensively as a journalist but was also a pioneer in other literary genres. His many
groundbreaking works include Clotel, the first African American novel; The Escape: or, A Leap for
Freedom, the first published African American play; Three Years in Europe, the first African American
European travelogue; and The Negro in the American Rebellion, the first history of African American
military service in the Civil War. Brown also wrote one of the most important fugitive slave narratives and a
striking array of subsequent self-narratives so inventively shifting in content, form, and textual presentation
as to place him second only to Frederick Douglass among nineteenth-century African American
autobiographers.

Ezra Greenspan has selected the best of Brown's work in a range of fields including fiction, drama, history,
politics, autobiography, and travel. The volume opens with an introductory essay that places Brown and his
work in a cultural and political context. Each chapter begins with a detailed introductory headnote, and the
contents are closely annotated; there is also a selected bibliography. This reader offers an introduction to the
work of a major African American writer who was engaged in many of the important debates of his time.
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Roark:

The publication with title William Wells Brown: A Reader includes a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new information
the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Karin Eubanks:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and William Wells Brown: A Reader or perhaps
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book
likes William Wells Brown: A Reader to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
here.

Ronald Meyers:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this William Wells Brown: A Reader can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Terry Speller:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the
book William Wells Brown: A Reader we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To
become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life by this book William Wells Brown: A Reader. You can more
desirable than now.
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