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In 2002, the University of Alabama's Department of Religious Studies established the annual Aronov
Lecture Series to showcase the works of nationally recognized scholars of religion capable of reflecting on
issues of wide relevance to scholars from across the humanities and social sciences. Writing Religion: The
Case for the Critical Study of Religion is an edited collection of essays that highlights critical contributions
from the first ten Aronov lecturers.

 

Section one of the volume, “Writing Discourses,” features essays by Jonathan Z. Smith, Bruce Lincoln, and
Ann Pellegrini that illustrate how critical study enables the analysis of discourses in society and history.
Section two, “Riting Social Formations,” includes pieces by Arjun Appadurai, Judith Plaskow, and Nathan
Katz that reference both the power of rites to construct society and the act of riting as a form of disciplining
that both prescribes and proscribes. The writings of Tomoko Masuzawa, Amy-Jill Levine, Aaron W. Hughes,
and Martin S. Jaffee appear in section three, “Righting the Discipline.” They emphasize the correction of
movements within the academic study of religion.

 

Steven W. Ramey frames the collection with a thoughtful introduction that explores the genesis,
development, and diversity of critical analysis in the study of religion. An afterword by Russell McCutcheon
reflects on the critical study of religion at the University of Alabama and rounds out this superb collection.

 

The mission of the Department of Religious Studies is to “avoid every tendency toward confusing the study
of religion with the practice of religion.” Instruction about—rather than in—religion is foundational to the
department’s larger goal of producing knowledge of the world and its many practices and systems of beliefs.
Infused with this spirit, these fascinating essays, which read like good conversations with learned friends,
offer significant examples of each scholar’s work. Writing Religion will be of value to graduate students,
advanced undergraduates, and scholars interested in the study of religion from a critical perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Young:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical
Study of Religion. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important the book Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical Study of Religion. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
examine.

James Brown:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical Study of
Religion, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading
friends.

Mary Muncy:

Beside this Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical Study of Religion in your phone, it could give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical Study of Religion because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as
well as read it from currently!

Paul Andrews:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Writing Religion: The Case for the
Critical Study of Religion can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you
have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Writing Religion: The Case for the Critical Study of Religion.
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